To MPs in Western Region 

And to Premier of Victoria

[date]

Dear [name of MP]

Request that you support Option C of the VLRC report

As a member of your electorate I was very pleased to see the final report of the Victorian Law Reform Commission (VLRC) was tabled in state parliament on 29 May, outlining three options to guide the Government in removing abortion offences from the Crimes Act 1958.  The report was based on wide consultation and thorough research, and provides a comprehensive, evidence-based overview of current abortion legislation, policy and practice, and options for decriminalisation.

I particularly welcome the recommendations on page 8 that reflect the adequacy of existing law across all three models.  These changes are required to decriminalise abortions performed by medical practitioners, regardless of which of the three models are chosen by parliament, and must be implemented in their entirety.
After carefully reading the options, I am writing to ask you to support Option C.  This option most closely resembles current practice and community standards, has the greatest potential to reduce the incidence of abortion, and is most likely to offer ongoing protection to medical practitioners not only from prosecution, but from harassment by anti-choice protestors.

In brief, Option A gives final decision-making authority to a medical practitioner to determine whether or not an abortion is lawful, forcing a woman to continue with a pregnancy if her doctor decides she is not at risk of harm.  This literally handballs regulation of abortion to medical practitioners, while ignoring women’s agency in reproductive decision-making.  Option B takes a two-staged approach to regulation of abortion – a woman’s decision up to 24 weeks and medically determined risk of harm to the woman after that time.  This introduces different criteria in law for different stages of pregnancy and ensures an ongoing legislative focus for unrest and discontent.

Option C gives final decision-making authority to the pregnant woman, with the practice of abortion then governed by the same body of legal rules that regulate other medical procedures.  This is a simple and common sense approach to decriminalisation, reflecting the legal status of abortion in the ACT and Canada.  Under this option, a termination of pregnancy must be performed by a medical practitioner, who must consider it ethically appropriate to perform that procedure.  Instead of subjective decision-making, doctors will be bound by guidelines, ethics committees and comprehensive medical regulation of their practice.
Further, this option both symbolically and practically recognises women as full citizens, who are capable of making moral decisions that affect their lives and those of their family.  Legislating to remove barriers to women’s control over decision-making is a significant step towards improving the status of women – a necessity for reducing the incidence of abortion.  This year, being the 100th anniversary of Victorian women gaining the vote, would be a historical time for you and your parliamentary colleagues to make such a strong statement about the importance of women to our state.
As a member of your electorate, I ask that you support Option C among your colleagues and when the legislation comes before parliament later this year.

I will be following this important move with great interest.  Please contact me on [number] if you require any further information.

Yours sincerely

[name]
